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THERAPEUTIC COURT PILOT 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.09 am]: I rise to update the house on the 
therapeutic court pilot led by the Department of Justice in collaboration with the Department of Communities. The 
therapeutic court pilot commenced in July 2020 and operates from the Perth Children’s Court. The pilot assists families 
by way of judicial monitoring in a mediation-style environment that is less intimidating and deals with matters in 
a less adversarial way. It aims to improve family relationships and enhance a family’s capacity to remain child focused. 
Since the commencement of the pilot court, families have been engaging well with the pilot. Contact with their 
children has improved and increased, and referrals have been made to treatment services for family members to 
commence rehabilitation. Comments from participants have continued to be positive, with parents stating they felt 
listened to, and that they looked forward to engaging in the process. During the 2020–21 financial year, 287 pilot 
meetings were convened with 41 families and a total of 63 children accepted into the pilot. There have been 
five reunifications through the pilot court since it commenced. Recently I had the opportunity to visit the pilot 
court with the Attorney General to observe a hearing that involved members of a young family who were able to 
transition to overnight stays with their child as a result of this process. 
An evaluation of the pilot is being conducted by the University of Western Australia. I look forward to seeing the 
evaluation findings of the pilot and to hearing more positive stories from families engaging in this therapeutic process. 
I commend the Departments of Justice and Communities for working collaboratively on this initiative, as well as 
the Children’s Court of Western Australia, to achieve better outcomes for children and their families. 
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